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Law SF Board of Directors. The College continues to be committed to this 
program. 
 

D. Master of Studies in Law (MSL) 
 
1. In 2011, UC Law SF established the Master of Studies in Law (“MSL”) 

program, a 24-credit academic program intended for individuals who seek 
in-depth exposure to law, but do not seek a J.D. degree. 
 

2. The MSL program at UC Law SF is designed for students interested in 
complementing their existing backgrounds with an understanding of legal 
reasoning and
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G. LL.M. in US Legal Studies 

 
In 2001, UC Law SF established the LL.M. in US Legal Studies (“LLM”), a 24-unit, full 
time, academic program, to provide an opportunity for foreign educated and trained legal 
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courses taken, the choice of major, the grades attained in major subjects, 
trends in grade point average, the level of competitiveness of the 
undergraduate institution, and grade inflation trends. In addition, the 
applicant’s employment, unusual responsibilities, or other difficulties during 
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Section III. Criteria for Consideration under the Legal Education Opportunity Program 
 

A. The Legal Education Opportunity Program (LEOP) offers special consideration in 
admission to applicants who have been subject to significant adversity that may 
have prevented them from attaining numeric criteria that fully reflect their 
motivation, talent, and academic and professional capabilities. While standard 
numeric criteria are considered in LEOP admissions, great emphasis also is placed 
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B. Each applicant must have taken the Law School Admissions Test (LSAT) within 
give testing years of matriculation or the Graduate Record Exam (GRE) within 
the five years of the date their application is submitted to UC Law SF. Following 
ABA guidance, the College Admissions Office will advise potential applicants 
that most law schools will require an LSAT score as part of their application 
process. Applicants who have taken the LSAT must report all scores 
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1. The Director of LEOP, or the Director’s designee, shall review all completed 
LEOP applications, in accordance with academic and adversity criteria 
established by the Admissions Policy and Scholarships Committee, to 
determine those applications that will be evaluated by the LEOP Admissions 
Committee. 
 

2. Those LEOP applications determined under paragraph 1 above to meet the 
adversity criteria and that the Director of Admissions determines have a high 
likelihood of academic success based on numeric criteria may be sent for 
expedited review and recommendation by the Chair of the LEOP Admissions 
Committee, or the Chair’s designee, without the need for full Committee 
review. Any file for which admission is not granted upon expedited review 
shall be sent to the LEOP Admissions Committee's regular review process set 
forth in paragraph 5, below. 
 

3. The Director of Admissions shall send all other completed applications to the 
Committee except those for which the Director of Admissions determines that 
the applicant has no reasonable likelihood of admission based on the criteria 
set forth in Section II or Section III of this Admissions Policy Statement. The 
Director of Admissions shall send the applications to the LEOP Admissions 
Committee on a rolling basis, unless the Director of Admissions determines 
that an application should receive priority review. In that case, the Director of 
Admissions may send the application to the Committee immediately with a 
statement explaining the reasons for priority review. 

 
4. If the Director of LEOP determines that an applicant does not qualify for 

consideration by the LEOP Admissions Committee, the Director of 
Admissions shall consider the applicant under the general admissions criteria 
set forth in Sections II and IV. The Director of Admissions shall have 
independent authority to send an application for admission under LEOP to the 
LEOP Admissions Committee.  

 
5. The LEOP Admissions Committee shall review those applications deemed 

LEOP-eligible by the Director of LEOP and evaluate whether the applicant 
qualifies for admission based on the criteria set forth in Sections II and III of 
this Admissions Policy Statement. Committee recommendations shall be sent 
to the Director of Admissions for final decision. The Chair of the LEOP 
Admission Committee may assign one or more members of the Admissions 
Committee to review any LEOP-eligible application. 

 
a. If the LEOP Admissions Committee recommends that an applicant   

should be offered admission to the College, it shall rate the applicant 
according to criteria established by the Admissions Policy and 
Scholarships Committee that indicate whether the applicant should be 
offered admission under the standards of achievement set forth in Section 
II and the standards for admission under LEOP set forth in Section III. The 
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LEOP Admissions Committee may, but is not required to, provide a brief 
narrative explanation of the factors considered in the decision, including a 



10 

explicitly states the requirements set forth in Section C below. Any 3+3 
agreement that has been approved by the Faculty and entered into by the College 
shall be appended to this Admissions Policy Statement without requiring further 
action of the Admissions Policy and Scholarships Committee or Faculty. 

 
C. 3+3 Admission Requirements: Any 3+3 agreement entered into by the College 

must explicitly state, and applicants may only be admitted if, in addition to  
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B. Applicant Qualities, Skills, and Experience.  

 
1. The applicant qualities, skills, and experience specified in Section II govern 

the consideration of applications of candidates seeking to transfer to or visit 
UC Law SF from another law school, subject to the additional considerations 
set forth in Sections VII.B.2. 
 

2. In evaluating the applications of candidates seeking admission to UC Law SF 
through transfer or visit from another ABA-accredited law school, special 
weight will be placed on the candidates’ first-year grades, in recognition of 
the predictive value of first-year grades for successful completion of law 
school, and success in the profession. Other factors taken into account in 
evaluating candidates for transfer admission include: personal statement of 
candidate; letters of recommendation; LSAT or GRE 
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admissions process, the Director of Admissions may seek the advice of the 
Admissions Policy and Scholarships Committee about individual applicants or 
admissions policy. The Director of Admissions upon consultation with the 
Senior Assistant Dean shall make the final decision whether to offer the 
transfer applicant admission. 
 

2. Offers of Admission after First-Semester. The Director of Admissions may 
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or where the applicant's school ceases to exist and records cannot be obtained, 
the Academic Dean, upon consultation with the Chair of the Admissions Policy 
Committee, may waive the transcript requirement upon receipt of alternative 
evidence that the candidate completed the undergraduate and/or graduate 
degree, such as a copy of the diploma, license, or certificate in question. 

 
Section X.  Certificate of Studies of Law 
 

A. Applicant Qualities, Skills, and Experience. Admission to the CSL program is 
based primarily upon (1) strong academic qualifications, 
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Section XI.  LLM  
 

A. Applicant Qualities, Skills, and Experience. Admission to the LLM program is based 



15 

categories for presumptive admission and presumptive denial, with separate 
definition of those categories for general and LEOP admission. 
 

B. The Director of Admissions shall maintain a continuing evaluation of admissions 
data, including the correlation of UGPA, LSAT, or GRE admissions index, and 
other factors with academic performance at UC Law SF and bar passage. Findings 
based on this data shall be reported as they become available to the Academic 
Dean and the Admissions Policy and Scholarships Committee, so that the 
admissions process can continue to be refined and improved. 

 
C. The Director of Admissions shall prepare a comprehensive annual report for 

presentation to the Admissions Policy and Scholarships Committee during the 
fourth week of the fall semester. The format of the report will be established in 
consultation with the Chair of the Committee.  

 
Section XII. Amendments to the Admissions Policy Statement 

 


